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OUISoc’s Guide for International Students

Pre-Arrival
· For advice Oxford University offers for international staff and students, please visit the University's Welcome Service Website (https://welcome.ox.ac.uk) for information about relocating to, living and working in Oxford, and the UK.
· For information about finding your way to Oxford from the airports or Eurostar, insurance, adjusting to life in the UK, and registering with the police you can visit International Students Page: https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/new/international?wssl=1
· To find accommodation or rent a flat, you may check ads placed in the local newspaper Oxford Mail (http://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/) or on Daily Info (https://www.dailyinfo.co.uk/oxford-accommodation). Other alternatives are letting agencies (charging a fee for their services, one month deposit and the first month's rent), Rightmove (https://www.rightmove.co.uk/) and Zoopla (https://www.zoopla.co.uk/).

On Arrival
· To learn about the Muslim community, Islamic education, services and places to pray  in Oxford, please check out http://www.oxfordmusliminfo.com/ and OUIsoc Webpage
· Anyone residing in the UK is eligible for free NHS treatment. For registering for access to health services, please visit the NHS Website (www.nhs.uk) for further details. For your visitors' access to NHS services, please refer to Visiting England page. (https://www.nhs.uk/NHSEngland/AboutNHSservices/uk-visitors/visiting-england/Pages/visitors-from-the-eea.aspx)
· For the matters related to Oxfordshire County Council, please visit: (https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/) . In the website, you can also find information about libraries, schools, jobs, transport, leisure and recycling. 
· If you have just arrived and looking to obtain second-hand items with reasonable prices, you may visit charity shops such as British Heart Foundation, Oxfam and Helen & Douglas House. You can also list or find free items on Daily Info (https://www.dailyinfo.co.uk/free), Oxford Freegle (https://www.ilovefreegle.org/explore/Oxford-Freegle) and Gumtree (https://www.gumtree.com/). 

Families

· For English Language courses your family members can attend, you can visit the Oxford University Language Centre (https://www.lang.ox.ac.uk/courses/english.html#esp)which runs a course for teaching English for Spouses and Partners of University Members. Course participants can also benefit from the  Language Centre library. The British Council also provides a list of accredited English language centres (https://www.britishcouncil.org/education/accreditation/centres/o) in Oxford that offer English courses for beginners. You may also want to check the Department for Continuing Education (https://www.conted.ox.ac.uk/) which offers many classes in various subjects.
· Non-university members can also use Bodleian Libraries (https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/) upon obtaining a Reader's Card and the Oxford Public Library (https://www2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/libraries) which has a main branch at Westgate Shopping Centre on Queen St.
· If you are a new parent or expecting a baby, to make friends with new mums and dads; get ideas, help and support from your local volunteers; and have fun joining in the things going on in your area, you may want to visit NCT website and enter your postcode to see your options (https://www.nct.org.uk/branches).
· If you'd like to find or donate maternity clothes, you can visit the Maternity Clothes Library's Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/oxfordmaternityclotheslibrary/
· For passing on maternity, baby and toddler stuff (to age 2ish) free to a new home, including clothes, toys, pushchairs (strollers), carriers, cots, bouncers, etc, visit the Facebook page called Hand me on maternity, baby & toddler kit Oxford  
· Children under 5 can join playgroups and children's centres in various locations throughout Oxford. You can find a list of children's centres here: https://www2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/children-and-family-centres
· To find and book local activities for your child, you can download the app Hoop (https://hoop.co.uk/)
· In the UK, Children aged 5-16 are supposed to receive full-time compulsory education. To find a pre-school and a school for your child, you can visit  Oxford University International Staff website (http://internationalstaffwelcome.admin.ox.ac.uk/childrens-schooling) and the Oxford County Council website (https://www2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/starting-school). 

Play Areas and Activities:
· For museum activities from 1yrs up, see: www.museums.ox.ac.uk/content/whatson.html
· See Family friendly information at: https://www.dailyinfo.co.uk/whats-on/listings?selectedDate=2018-07-16&sortBy=name&numListingsLoaded=60&selectedCategory=5&selectedTagIds=
· See Oxford City Council website for parks and suitable walks. On dry days you can visit nine parks.  <https://www.oxford.gov.uk/directory/9/parks_in_oxford> (Botley Park, Florence Park and Cotteslowe/ Sunnymead Park all have cafes). You can also visit University Parks, Port Meadow or Wolvercote playground areas
· For rainy days, you can visit: The Natural History Museum and Ashmolean Museum (café available at both locations)

Shops around Oxford
· Fresh vegetables: Gloucester Green Market (on Wednesdays) and the Covered Market.  
· Groceries: Asda, Sainsbury's, Tesco, The Co-Operative, Aldi, Marks & Spencer, Waitrose.
· Online-only supermarket: Ocado
· Online shopping for everything: amazon.co.uk
· Fresh fish: Haymans Fisheries and Fish Market (https://goo.gl/maps/q4rKWDnD2MU2) and The Covered Market in the city centre. 
· Fresh Halal Meat, Local Honey and Ethically Farmed Products: Willowbrook Farm 
· Specialist Foods, Organic Products and Farm Shops: Please visit Daily Info webpage (https://www.dailyinfo.co.uk/oxford/guide/food-shopping) and Oxford City Council's webpage (https://www.dailyinfo.co.uk/oxford/guide/food-shopping)
· Soft Furnishing: Argos, Dunelm, Debenhams, Wilko
· Household and electrical Items: Argos, Tesco Direct, PC World, Robert Dyas, Extra Hardware, Currys.
· Maternity clothes, baby items and toys:  Boots, Boswells, George at Asda, Mothercare and Toys R Us. However, baby clothes and toys can also be bought at a variety of other shops such as Boots, Boswells, George at Asda.
· Stationary: Staples, Poundland and Ryman
· General household items: Savers, 99P Store, Argos, B&M.
· Crafts and hobby: Hobbicraft, and The Oxford Yarn Store, Orinoco at Headington. 
· Pharmacies:  Boots and Boswells at the city center. 
· Beauty, Health, Skincare & Perfume: Superdrug  and Boots 
· Charity shops: Emmaus, Oxfam, British Heart Foundation, Helen & Douglas House, Sobell. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Second-hand items: Gumtree, Ebay, Freegle, Freecycle. 

See our website for more information for students
www.ouisoc.org
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